
1 

 

 

“ORTHODOX 9” PARISHES BULLETIN 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN CANADA 
Monthly Newsletter for the family of Orthodox Churches including: 

 

St. Mary’s (the Nativity of the Holy Virgin) - NISKU 

  Sts. Peter & Paul - BONNYVILLE                                            St. John the Baptist - HOREN 

  Holy Ascension - CALMAR                                                        St. Onuphrius - FOAM LAKE (SK) 

  Whitsuntide (Holy Trinity) - THORSBY                                  Dormition of Theotokos -MACNUTT (SK) 

  St. John the Baptist - VEGREVILLE                                        Sts. Peter & Paul - INSINGER (SK)  
    
                                             Very Rev. Evheniy Protsenko, Parish Priest  

                                           10812 - 108 Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta, T5H 3A6                                                   

                                     Home Phone: (780) 426-5163      Cell Phone: (780) 818-7343 

                                      Facebook.com/St. Mary's Russian Greek Orthodox Church 

                             E-mail: pokrova70@gmail.com; web: http//www.orthodox-canada.com  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Volume 28, Issue 10                                                                                        November 2020  
 

 November 10th – Repose of St. Job, abbot and wonderworker of Pochaev 

Not only by name, this blessed Job of Pochaev became alike to this blessed long-

suffering Job of the Old Testament in his virtue and ascetic life from the first days of his 

youth, who was tonsured a monk at 12, already an experienced monastic and like an 

Angel in the flesh. 

Subsequently, Job was forced to accept the priesthood, which he renounced for a 

long time because of his humility, and was soon elected abbot to the monastery of the 

Cross against his will. There, for 20 years, the monastery flourished under his wise 

management, and a large brotherhood began to flock from everywhere, receiving 

spiritual wisdom there. So, he secretly fled from vanity and glory to the holy mountain 

of Pochaev, but even there he could not hide; soon he was elected to the abbot, by the 

common voice of the brethren, for the Mother of God wished to put him at the head of her new monastery. 

He worked all day in the printing house he founded, or in the households, or in the monastery gardens, 

engaged in planting trees and strengthening the dam near the monastery fence. 

The Reverend shut himself up in the cave sometimes for three days, sometimes for a whole week, shedding 

bitter tears, not only about his sins, but about the whole world, immersed in evil. And his prayer was so fiery and 

powerful that it was often accompanied by miraculous manifestations. So, one day, during an ardent prayer, 

heavenly light shone on his cave and reached the church. 

The monk and abbot was especially jealous of the purity of the Orthodox Faith, as well as its splendor. 

Job's feet were covered with wounds from the extraordinary feat, which can be seen on his imperishable 

relics even today. But he endured all this with extreme patience and was so gentle and merciful to the brethren 

that no one heard a single ‘heavy’ word from him. On his lips was an unceasing prayer: "Oh Lord, Jesus Christ, Son 

of God, have mercy on me, a sinner." 

Having reached the age of 100, the blessed Righteous One felt his close departure from the world. A week 

before his death, he predicted to the brethren the hour of his exodus, which took place at the predicted time 

without any illness, on October 28, 1651. 

But, as a true holy man of God, by what he acquired in the temptations of the earthly life, he helps all 

Orthodox Christians to this day. Saint Father Job pray to God for us! Amen. 

 

mailto:pokrova70@gmail.com


2 

 

 

120th Anniversary of the first permanent priest assignment to Canada 
 

Father Jacob Korchinsky was the first of many permanent priests in Canada. In 2020 we mark the 120 years 

anniversary of his assignment to serve in and around Edmonton. We continue publishing the outline of the life 

and the activity of father Jacob. 
 

Missionary in Canada, 1900 

On 1 September, 1900, Bishop Tikhon (Belavin) blessed the request for the transfer of Father Jacob and Matushka 

(Mother) Barbara Korchinsky to Canada. Father Jacob was transferred and assigned to serve in and around 

Edmonton, in Alberta. He was the first resident priest to serve in Canada. 

This choice by Bishop Tikhon was not accidental. He had seen the hard 

labours and missionary work of Father Jacob in the Yukon River region. 

Moreover, the young priest was from the Kiev region, and it was easy 

for him to find a common language and understanding with the 

immigrants to Alberta, who were arriving from the regions of Galicia 

and Bukovina. 

After having sailed south from Alaska to San Francisco, California, 

Father Jacob and Matushka Barbara travelled by railway north to 

Vancouver, British Columbia, and then east to Calgary in the Northwest 

Territories, and finally north to Strathcona (now the south side of the 

City of Edmonton). They arrived on 26 November, 1900. 

During his short time there, he was the founding priest of Holy Trinity 

Church in Stary (Old) Wostok, where he began his assignment. He was 

also the founding priest of Saint Barbara’s Church in Edmonton, of Saint 

Mary’s Romanian Church in Boian, and of others as well, including the Ascension Church near Rabbit Hill-Nisku, at 

Calmar. At that time, all these communities (and most of the others in Western Canada) were in the Northwest 

Territories. These particular parishes are, since 1905, in the Province of Alberta. 

Saint Barbara’s Church in Edmonton had its 

beginnings on Jasper Avenue in a store-front near 

the building which was later constructed and 

known as W W Sales Hardware (later W W Arcade 

Hardware). 

Services were advertised at this first Saint Barbara’s 

Chapel for the convenience of those who travelled 

there from the rural places. 

By 1901, Father Korchinsky had found and 

purchased a half-block of land at the southwest 

corner of 96th Street and 100th Avenue, about a 

block to the east of the chapel. This purchase from the nearby Northwest Mounted Police, on the property where 

the current cathedral stands today, included a frame house (on 96th Street, south of Jasper Avenue) and several 

other lots surrounding the house. Under Father Korchinsky's leadership, the parish had come to own a substantial 

piece of property, which proved to be useful in the future. The name of the parish was certainly determined with 
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respect for Matushka Barbara, and in sincere honour of the Great Virgin Martyr Barbara. The Korchinskys lived in 

this same house, and they set apart a portion in which they and the parishioners could worship. Even though her 

health may have been fragile, Matushka Barbara may be said to have done her best. Truly, an active and 

productive missionary priest is hardly likely to be able to be so unless his wife is a stable co-worker, and strongly 

supportive. Such a purchase from his own money for the sake 

of the mission became characteristic of his activities 

throughout his life. He spared nothing for the sake of feeding 

the rational sheep of Christ, and spreading the Gospel of Christ. 

During these early years, Bishop Tikhon (Belavin) visited twice 

(in 1901, and again in 1904). 

After the first visit, Vladyka (Saint) Tikhon ordered icons, relics 

and other necessities for several Temples across the Canadian 

prairies, and one of these relics was of the Great Virgin-Martyr 

Barbara. 

It was during 1902 and 1903 that Saint Tikhon strove to find a 

way to incorporate the bishop as a means to provide corporate 

status for the many Temples and communities being developed 

in Canada. Father Jacob was very much involved in this process. 

This incorporation was proved to be impossible in the Ottawa 

parliament, because the Québec-dominated Senate blocked the passage of the Bill of Incorporation in 1902 (there 

was prejudice against both the "foreignness" of Vladyka Tikhon and the Orthodox Church). Thus, incorporation 

was possible only in the then Northwest Territories (in the present provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan). The 

corporate status was also crucial in the struggle to retain the Church of the Transfiguration in Star, as Bishop 

Tikhon had been advised by the legal firm "Short and Cross". The legal dispute about the ownership of this 

particular Temple between the Orthodox Church and the Uniats of the Roman Catholic Church was very 

prolonged. This particular dispute was resolved in Bishop Tikhon's favour only when the matter was taken to the 

Privy Council in London, England. 

It was because of Vladyka Tikhon's success in at least the more local form of incorporation that there was an 

adequate foundation available for the corporate existence of the Bishop of Canada and the parishes that he would 

bless into existence. 

The establishment of Saint Barbara’s Church is considered by the Greek Orthodox of Edmonton (Saint George’s 

Church) as being the beginning of their community as well, since Greek-speakers at first attended this house-

church. In 1900, Father Jacob visited the Dormition of the Theotokos Church in Shandro, Alberta, where he 

baptised 33 children in a single day. One can get the sense, from reading about Father Korchinsky’s life, that this 

sort of event was rather commonplace for him. It was certainly commonplace for the other clergy who worked in 

this region thereafter. In 1901, Father Jacob was again given recognition for building a Temple whilst doing 

missionary work in Canada. 

As Bishop Job (Smakouz) commented, "He also kept a liturgical diary, in which he noted the important events of 

his ministry. Part of the diary dedicated to the first year of his service in Canada has been preserved in the archives 

of The Orthodox Church in America". 

(About European, Mexican and Hawaii mission – read in the next bulletin issue) 
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On the repose of archpriest Dimitry Smirnov 

Archpriest Dmitry Smirnov, the former Chairman of the Russian 

Orthodox Patriarchal Commission on Family and Motherhood and 

Childhood Protection, and one of the most beloved and authoritative, 

and at times provocative priests in the Russian Orthodox Church, has 

reposed in the Lord. 

Fr. Dmitry was 69 years old. 

He was hospitalized in May with complications from the coronavirus. 

In August, Fr. Dmitry was released from his position as Commission 

Chairman due to his health, and last month he was hospitalized again. 

May his memory be eternal! 

Fr. Dmitry was born in Moscow on March 7, 1951. He was the great grandson of Hieromartyr Vasily Smirnov. 

He graduated from the Moscow Theological Seminary in 1980 and from the Moscow Theological Academy in 

1982. He was ordained as a priest on August 2, 1979. In 1980, he was appointed rector of the Church of the 

Exaltation of the Cross in northern Moscow. 

On January 1, 1991, he was appointed rector of the Church of St. Mitrophan of Voronezh in Moscow, where he 

served until recently. He also ministered to 8 other churches in Moscow and the Moscow Province. 

He was the co-Chairman of the Church-Public Council for Biomedical Ethics of the Moscow Patriarchate and a 

member of the editorial board of the journal of the Moscow Patriarchate. He founded an Orthodox movement 

involved in the fight against abortion and opposition to juvenile justice, and created the Orthodox medical-

education center “Life,” to save unborn children from abortion. 

Fr. Dmitry proposed a number of measures to support families, including tax cuts for large families, calculating 

the subsistence minimum not for an individual, but for a family with several children, and calculating pensions 

based on the number of children born and raised, and an unqualified accounting of the entire period of child care in 

the insurance system. 

The Church of St. Mitrophan, which he pastored for many years, has an Orthodox children’s home on its 

territory and 4 other orphanages. 

He also headed the Synodal Department for Interaction with the Armed Forces and Law Enforcement Agencies 

from 2003 to 2013. 

 

As father Dmitry was especially known for his tireless labors against abortion and in support of mothers and 

families, we would like to present here, in his memory, an article “How Fr. Dmitry Smirnov Convinces Women 

Not to Have an Abortion, and Ten Questions That Can Keep a Woman from Abortion.” 

 

—Fr. Dmitry, in meeting with a pregnant woman who wants to have an abortion, what should a priest say so 

she would abandon this move? 

—If she came to a priest, we should understand that she doesn’t want to do it, even if unconsciously. And this 

chord is why she called upon the Church, and we must find it in her soul. 

In such situations, I say: “Why do you want to kill your baby? Give him to me. I’ll raise him and feed him. And 

moreover, I’ll take him at any moment, as soon as you say ‘I’ll give him to you.’ Just don’t kill him.” 

I have just one rule: 
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You’ll give birth, but don’t tell anyone you’re giving it up. You breastfeed him in the hospital, and then we’ll quietly 

come for you in a car and take your child. Here’s my telephone number. If you change your mind we’ll bring him 

back, even to Vladivostok if you go there, so you won’t waste a ticket. If I deceive you, you can  always “narc” on 

me: “This priest messed with my head. Here’s his number and address.” 

You don’t need anything. I’ll give you money so you can rebound! 

So explain to me: why kill your baby? What’s the point here? You will have a sin on your conscience. You don’t 

know how old women (who had abortions in their youth) come and weep. Stand here, wait, here comes one now. 

I’ll call you over—you listen to what she says, how she suffers now. And you’ll be suffering your whole life. But 

here you’ll have a clean conscience. They used to bring them and throw them into monasteries, giving them over 

to be raised, or to childless women who never married. Just don’t kill your baby! 

And as practice shows, once they breastfeed, they don’t call me… 

 

* * * 

 

Ten Questions That Can Keep a Woman From Abortion 

This article is written for those who would like to 

stop a loved one who is contemplating having an 

abortion for this or that reason. Psychologist of 

the “Family and Childhood” charity fund Elena 

Smirnova speaks about which questions you can 

ask a woman who is seeking to interrupt her 

pregnancy. 

From the experience of psychological 

consultations in medical institutions we have 

concluded that certain conversation techniques 

exist, which can affect a woman’s decision to go in 

for an abortion. But it would be optimistic to 

assume that having asked her just a few questions 

we have reached the goal: that she rethinks and decides to give birth. In the best case scenario, we can hope that 

she will at least ponder over the fact that abortion is not the only and best way out of her situation… 

We offer ten questions which you can ask a loved one if you want to help her in a difficult situation. They are not 

relevant to every situation. You must evaluate how much she trusts you, her personality, her current conditions, 

how much time you have for a conversation, and so on. In reality they’re not questions, but themes that can be 

discussed in a conversation, inasmuch as a woman deciding to have an abortion is often in a crisis situation in her 

life, and she needs the chance to express herself, to speak in detail about her problems—about how she is truly 

worried. Therefore, it’s better to construct the conversation in the form of a dialogue and not a didactic talk: 

 

1. How do you imagine the baby which you are now carrying? 

This question is important because in that moment of deciding to have an abortion, a woman’s mentality is often 

tightly bound to the life circumstances enticing her to have an abortion, and she sees nothing else. Psychologists 

call this condition “tunnel consciousness.” When we ask a woman how she imagines her baby, she has to turn 
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attention not to her circumstances, which compel her towards abortion (we’ll speak about them later), but to who 

it is that she wants to deliver herself from. There can be various reactions to this question, for example: “I don’t 

want to think about it,” or “I never imagined it.” In order to go further with such questions and still discuss the 

topic of interest—the development of the pre-natal child at this point—it’s enough to have some human 

sensitivity. 

But sometimes it is helpful to react harshly to such words. “I understand that you don’t want to think about it, but 

that doesn’t make the child stop being a person. Just because you close out such thoughts from your mind doesn’t 

change anything.” 

After the question about the development of the child, a woman may withdraw within herself, and although she 

probably does not well understand from a medical point of view how her baby is developing at this exact moment, 

she is already beginning to relate to it as a separately-existing person. You can tell her all about how her child is 

developing at this point. For some it is enough to see an ultrasound, how their children move, or to hear their 

heartbeat, to make them decide to save their child. 

 

2. What name would you give your child? Would you rather have a boy or a girl? 

These questions also help a woman to shift her attention from her circumstances to her child, to daydream a little. 

 

3. How does this child in the womb differ from your older children? 

This question is for women who already have children. “How does this child who isn’t born yet differ from those 

already born?” The proceeding conversation can turn into an intellectual discussion on the idea that it’s not yet a 

person, but the other is already a person; however, the discussion should return to its original course—that is, to 

continue to compare the two children. “And when you were expecting your older child, you also thought of him as 

nothing, which would be born and become someone? What was your first child for you when you were expecting 

him? When did he become a person, in your opinion? And how is this child different? You were expecting that 

baby, and now you’re expecting this one—it’s the same.” 

Further questions on this topic: “And was everything rosy with your first child? Did you have to overcome any 

difficulties to have him?” As a rule, the woman had to overcome some kind of difficulties with her previous 

children, if not in the time of pregnancy then after the birth of the child. It may be that for the sake of her child she 

overcame much within herself. And the next question arises: If she is able in principle to do something for her 

child, maybe at least some of what she did for her older child can be done for this one? 

Then when she sees him, when she meets him, then her joy pays back all the expenses, and she already wants to 

take care of him. 

“Imagine your child is already born, and you take him in your arms.” 

Once the child is born, many women are unable to abandon it. Indeed, abortion is the rejection of your child. 

Abortion happens when there is a child and the woman refuses to allow him into her life, largely because she just 

does not know him. When a woman takes her baby in her arms, she cannot say to him: “No, I don’t want you in my 

life, because I’ll have to feed you.” The thing is that a woman cannot imagine she would abandon a child already 

born, and the task is to get her to think of the baby in the womb as already born, because he will eventually be 

born. 
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4. Do you want to have children? 

This is a very delicate and very complicated question. It needs to be asked at just the right time, with a lot of tact 

and attention to the woman. Because you can ask carelessly: “You want to have an abortion now? But do you 

want to have children in general?” And you will receive society’s stereotypical answer: “Yes, in general I want 

kids—I’m a normal woman. But right now, my circumstances won’t allow it.” 

Therefore, this question must be posed at the right time and delicately, to avoid society’s stamp. The objective of 

this question is to give the woman a chance to ponder her life and destiny as a whole, to visualize her life 

perspective and remember her values, and to reflect upon what is primary for her. Then she won’t be tied 

concretely to this situation in life she has now that makes her want to have an abortion. She’ll think about herself 

as a person and as a woman. Generally speaking, does she want to have kids? What will her life be filled with? This 

look at her life in perspective will help her to understand that she actually wants to have kids. And this could play 

in favor for this particular child. 

Answering this question, the woman can speak about her fears, about the rejection of femininity, about the revolt 

against her feminine role and other things. You can listen to her, discuss some important points, and perhaps help 

rid her of some fears or stereotypes. 

 

 
 

5. What is preventing you from having your baby? 

Now we give the woman the opportunity to speak about the circumstances which push her towards an abortion. 

It’s a very important question, because it’s necessary to discuss these circumstances with her, to give her the 

chance to answer this question in full, to tell about her problems, fears, and doubts which cause her think about 

abortion. You need to sympathetically and attentively listen to her, as these problems are truly serious for her, 

even if they don’t seem so to you. Perhaps it will become easier for her just because you listened with 

understanding. Then you need to give her the possibility to see her problems from a different point of view, 

because, most likely, she has concentrated on them so much that she sees no other options except abortion. 

You can ask her: “How does the situation have to change for you to decide to give birth to your child?” And discuss 

together with her what can be done to bring about this situation, and whether she can really give birth only under 

those circumstances. It’s necessary to try to discuss with her various solutions to the problem, and maybe you can 

find a simple and genial solution. 
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Many problems are in fact illusory, and for the casual observer and converser they are clearly artificial and 

groundless. Before an abortion a woman’s difficulties seem to her much scarier than they really are. Her 

interlocutor can try to allow her to see this herself, to lead her out of the state of “tunnel consciousness.” 

There are women who out of dissatisfaction with life argue that their decision to have an abortion came from their 

unwillingness to deliver the child into hardship. They say: He will not have a father, or he’ll be in poverty, or 

there’ll be any number of other difficulties. 

For these arguments there is a fairly severe method, but it sometimes helps. You can ask: “If your child could 

speak right now, if he could control his own fate, what do you think he would say? What would he prefer—this life 

with its shortcomings, or that he ceased to exist? What do you think—what would he want?” Here we again vivify 

the child in his mother’s eyes, because one of the main problems of abortion is that the woman doesn’t absolutely 

conceive of him as a separate person. She sees him exclusively as a circumstance of her life. And by this question 

we openly place before her this alternative: we call abortion not a medical operation, but the deprivation of a 

child’s life. We don’t directly preach that it’s murder, but we indirectly indicate it, asking, “Would he want to live in 

poverty, or not live at all?” 

 

 

6. Why do you think you have the right to have an abortion? 

You can ask such an over-arching question. It’s actually a very big topic. The conversation can take various 

directions depending on how the woman answers. She might say: “It’s legally allowed.” Then you can ask whether 

she thinks that everything that’s legally allowed is morally permissible. No, of course, she won’t be sitting in jail 

after the abortion, but from a moral point of view how will her deed look to her? A pregnant woman may answer, 

“But I can control my own body!” Then you can ask: “How are you sure that it’s completely your body? Are you 

sure that this part of your body has the same sex as the rest of your body? And where have you seen parts of your 

body that would have a different blood type than the rest of your body?” Finally, to this all you can say, “So you’re 

sure that it’s your body? It couldn’t be that this is the body of some other person although it’s located inside you?” 



9 

 

 

You can ask the question in this way to believers: “Whose child is it?” The natural reaction is: “It’s mine, and my 

husband’s of course.” But for a believer you can remind them that, in fact, it is God’s child. He has simply 

entrusted him to you for a time so you can take care of him. And you cannot simply dispose of that which isn’t 

yours. A believer should remember that a child does not belong to her and that she will give answer for what she 

did with the child given to her for a time to raise and care for, and for the fate of this child—the highest answer, 

before God. And there they will not be asking about what brand of cell phone your child had, whether he had his 

own room, fashionable clothing, and so on. 

You can ask her this kind of question: “Imagine that you died now—it sometimes happens—and after death you 

met with this child. He says: ‘Mama, why didn’t you let me live?’ How will you answer him? Do you think the 

explanation you used to justify yourself now will sound convincing for him? Or God will ask: ‘Why did you do this?’ 

And will your explanations be meaningful to God? Will they really be justifications?” 

 

7. How do you imagine the abortion procedure? Do you know anything about the aftermath? 

Here you can talk about the fact that she will be under anesthesia, but… First, this operation is carried out blindly. 

Many think that during the operation the doctor sees everything going on inside. But abortion is not an abdominal 

surgery, where, for example, the belly is cut open and you can see everything. In the case of abortion, the 

instrument is inserted into the hollow organ inside the body, and the doctor does the operation via the 

ultrasound, and actually by feel. 

Many doctors have written about abortion’s undoubted harm to the health of a woman. For example, the doctor 

of medical sciences, professor, and director of the St. Petersburg Center for Clinical-Morphological Diagnostics of 

Reproductive Pathology Boris Glukhovets writes in his research that, “operations of artificial termination of 

pregnancy, even in first-rate gynecological hospitals, can be complicated by serious damage to the cervix and the 

body of the uterus and the development of uterine bleeding, which are risk factors for the occurrence of other 

complications that can lead even to a lethal outcome.” Not to mention that artificial abortion is one of the main 

causes of miscarriage and secondary infertility. 

The professor gives the following data: 

Abortion as a cause of secondary infertility constitutes up to 41% in Russia; 

After an abortion the frequency of miscarriages increases 8—10 times; 

Around 60% of women older than thirty giving birth for the first time suffer miscarriages from numerous prior 

abortions; 

After an abortion, 38% of patients are unable to return to their normal menstrual cycle for at least two months. 

After speaking with a woman about the medical consequences of abortion, you can ask her whether she realizes 

that there are not just physical but also emotional consequences to abortion. 

Is she familiar with the term “Post-Abortion Syndrome?” 

Here you can lead the conversation this way: “Surely you have friends of various ages. Do you know any elderly 

women who had abortions many years ago? How do they now evaluate those circumstances which enticed them 

to have an abortion: Do they consider those circumstances truly significant or not? What are they experiencing 

now in their souls?” You can recommend to her to openly speak with such women, and perhaps even give her the 

contact information of one of your acquaintances who would agree to speak about her experience. 

Or if you yourself have had this experience, it would not be bad to speak openly and honestly about what 

happened with you. 
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In the worldly sense we can understand abortion as an everyday, common event. But it is very important how this 

event is seen years later, when life is coming to an end. The woman should really think about what she really 

wants—in the next year and a half sleeping poorly at night, getting up to go to her child, or suffering her whole life 

from her conscience and sleeping poorly at night from memories and nightmares. 

 

8. Have you ever considered who it benefits to have such widespread abortion? 

Such a question is appropriate for intellectuals. “You probably know that for us this is a common procedure,” we 

tell her. “The majority of women [in Russia—trans.] have resorted to this procedure at least once in life. According 

to statistics a few thousand abortions are performed every day. Have you ever given much thought to who 

benefits from this?” 

Abortion as an operation, as a procedure has long been known, but from a moral point of view it’s always been 

condemned. Now it is not only not condemned, but practically welcomed. The attitude towards abortion has 

radically changed. And from this there arises the question: “If the attitude has so seriously changed, that means 

there is someone who is interested in the public opinion being this way. Who could it be, and what is his interest?” 

With a believing woman you can raise the subject of the efforts of the godless powers to capture the human soul. 

With this you can say that the struggle is not so much for the soul of the child, but mainly for the soul of the 

mother, because the decision to have an abortion is a very harsh and cruel decision which stays on the woman’s 

conscience. 

But there are also practical aspects from the secular world. Abortive material—the placenta and stem cells—is 

very expensive material, widely used, and they need to extract it on an industrial scale. Of course, we can hardly 

say that abortion was legalized for the purpose of getting these materials, but now these materials are actively 

procured and those who make money from them do not want to lose them. And they have a wholly pragmatic 

interest in the number of abortions not going down—or, if it does, then only slightly. And further, you can ask a 

woman whether she agrees to be used this way by such powers?—by organizations and people who have no 

relation to her life and who are completely indifferent to her fate. 

 

9. In your family, who is against having a child and who is for it? 

Returning to the woman’s circumstances in life, you can ask this question. At first, it is better to ask who is against 

having a child, because it might turn out that the woman says everyone is against it, and she might even call them 

all by name. And then you can agree that, indeed, under such pressure it is difficult to maintain your own opinion. 

But is there not a chance that she accidently entangled herself in a hostile environment? That she herself wants 

the child? Then give her the chance to talk in detail about why she does not want them to stop her (see above). 

It may emerge that someone amongst her relatives is really against it. What arguments do they bring forth? Why 

are they doing this? Did they have an abortion themselves and how do they relate to such a step? Having 

ascertained these important facts, it is necessary to help the woman fight with the pressure inside her family and 

even, possibly, with abuse—physical, emotional, moral, material, etc. 

It is very important to find out whether there is at least someone who would be able to give some support for the 

baby, including, for example, to take upon themselves the confrontation with those who are against it. 
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10. How can I help you so you would decide to have your child? 

And finally, it is good to ask a woman how precisely you can help her. It’s better to ask this at the end of the 

conversation, so that she has already managed to express her doubts and fears, and after some of these are 

“unraveled,” when some kind of alternative to abortion appears before her. 

When a woman speaks about how she wants to have an abortion she is completely connected with those 

conditions preventing her from keeping her baby. And if at that moment you ask her: “And what can I do?” she, 

most likely, will answer that there’s nothing, and that, in general, she doesn’t really need any help. When she is 

detached at least a little bit from these life circumstances, then you can tell her about how these circumstances 

can be changed, and offer your help. “Still, what precisely do you need in order to withstand these circumstances 

in this situation?” Perhaps she just needs help finding the necessary words to say to her husband or relatives, for 

you to recommend a good doctor or help with a stroller and crib for the baby. Maybe she needs emotional 

support. Every woman has her needs. For many, just your offer to help can already be healing, because such an 

offer means your recognition of the woman’s problems, and at the same time the value of the unborn child—such 

essential value that you are ready even to do concrete things, make an effort, and perhaps make some sacrifice so 

that the child would be born. 

You can advise her to contact organizations which help pregnant women finding themselves in difficult situations. 
 

... 
 

In conclusion, I would like to say the following: it’s not so simple to awaken the heart, and there are no special 

techniques for doing so. We can help a woman who is in a difficult situation, but only on the condition that the 

helper truly and genuinely wishes her well. Do not try to prove your correctness or to convince the woman that 

abortion must never happen (although of course we agree with this), but precisely to wish her good. No woman 

wants to be just an “argument” in proving the correctness of some person or idea. 

These questions we have offered can help a woman decide to keep her baby. But here it’s important to remember 

that a conversation with her should be accompanied by a sincere, good attitude, and spiritual warmth and care for 

her and her child above all. We hope that these questions will help someone, that children will be born, and life 

will continue… 

Fr. Dimitry Smirnov, Elena Smirnova, Natalia Narishkina 

Translated by Jesse Dominick 

https://orthochristian.com/100825.html 

 
 

In Memoriam  
 

The parishioners of Orthodox 9 extend our deepest condolences to Andrea Zacharuk for 
her recent incalculable loss of beloved mother – Barbara (Verna) Novack, who peacefully 
passed away on Friday, October 2, at the age of 82 years.  

May God comfort you and your family with His compassion, and may He settle Barabara, 
where the light of His countenance shall visit.  

Memory Eternal! The mercy of God, the Kingdom of Heaven! 

 

https://orthochristian.com/100825.html
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Children’s  Corner:  Drop   in    with   your   children   and    great  &  grand    children! 
 

November 21 - Synaxis of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel,  

Salaphiel, Jegudiel, Barachiel, and Jeremiel and the Other Bodiless Powers. 

All the angels were created 

good, so that they would love 

God and one another and 

might have from this life of 

love continual and great joy. 

God did not will to make them 

love Him by force, and, 

therefore He allowed the 

angels to decide for themselves 

whether or not they wished to 

love Him and live in God. 

One, the highest and mightiest 

angel whose name was Lucifer, 

became proud of his might and 

power and did not wish to love 

God and fulfill the will of God, 

but desired to become like 

God. He began to whisper 

against God, to oppose Him, 

and he became a dark, evil 

spirit, the Devil, Satan. The 

word «Devil» means 

«slanderer,» and the word 

«Satan» means the «opposer» 

of God and all that is good. This 

evil spirit tempted and took 

with him many other angels 

who also became evil spirits 

and are called demons. 

Then one of the highest 

archangels, Archangel Michael, 

came forth against Satan and 

said: «Who is equal to God? 

(what in the old language sounds like Mi-cha-el) There is none like God!» Michael and his angels made war against 

Satan. 

However, evil power could not endure the angels of God, and Satan, together with his demons, fell like lightning 

down from Heaven into Hades, the place of separation far from God. 

Let us color the picture of Archangel Michael and may he, always guide us to make the right choice; protect us 

from every harm, and help us to be brave and not afraid of any evil and always defeat it with God’s grace. 
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November 2020 
SUN  MON               TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
10:00 a.m. – 

Divine Liturgy 
 

Daylight 

saving time 

2020 

ends at 2:00 

a.m. on 

Sunday, 

November 1 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
The Kazan Icon 

of the Most 

Holy Theotokos 

 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Demetrius’ 

Saturday. 

Traditional 

Commemoration 

of the passed 

away Christians 

8 
10:00 a.m. – 

Divine Liturgy 
 

9 
 

10    11 

 

12 
 

13 14 

15 
10:00 a.m. – 

Divine Liturgy 
 

16 17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 21 
Synaxis of 

the 
Archangel 

Michael 

 

22 
10:00 a.m. – 

Divine Liturgy 

23 

 

24 
 

25 26 
St. John 
Chrysostom 

 

27 28 
 

Christmas Lent 
Begins 

 

29 
10:00 a.m. – 

Divine Liturgy 
 

30      

       


